DAY 1 – LEARNING AT HOME - Getting your children engaged and wanting to write…







· This idea(s) will start the children’s imaginations off at home and should help you to engage your reluctant writers at home.

“It worked for me and I have 25 boys in Reception who now love designing their own maps, leaving signs for visitors and each other as well as writing their own stories!” – Mr H

Choose one of the following (or think of your own) as a ‘provocation’ to start children off and follow their interests depending on where they take it:
· Use flour to make some footprints either in your house or in the garden (maybe spill a bag of pasta on the floor as if something was looking for food!).
· Create a small mess /collection of shoes (was it the elves again?)
· Set up your some of your children’s toys as if they’re in a meeting (inspired by Toy Story).








Once you’ve got them hooked – model/suggest one of the following:· Suggest designing and then building a trap to catch them/it.
· Suggest/model leaving a note for the monster/toys (this can become a dialogue of messages every day).
· Write letters to the Mr Halfhead / emergency services explaining what happened.


Helicopter stories:

· The children also love writing their own stories and acting them out. I usually encourage them to write the beginning and then write the rest for them as they dictate it.

















Please record all of their wonderful writing either in the books provided or by sending it to  the e-mail provided – we’d love to see it all. Mr H will be conducting phone calls and/or home visits at various points during the children’s time off too.

earlyyears@flashley.staffs.sch.uk



Allow children to use the sound mat when writing their sentences:
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