
Progressive list of Traditional Tales 

At the end of a child’s time in Early Years, they will know at least 20 traditional tales. Traditional tales have been ordered to reflect the depth of concept within each story. This list is not 

exhaustive and children will experience additional high quality texts throughout their time in Early Years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progressive list of Nursery Rhymes 

“Experts in literacy and child development have discovered that if children know eight nursery rhymes by heart by the time they're four years old, they're usually among the best 

readers by the time they're eight”. - ‘Mem Fox - Reading Magic’. This list is not exhaustive and children will also experience daily singing using a variety of familiar songs and traditional 

nursery rhymes in line with topics and interests.  

By the end of Voyage children will know: By the end of Nursery children will know: By the end of Reception children will know: 

Hush Little Baby This is The Way We 1,2,3,4,5 Once I Caught a Fish Alive 

Humpty Dumpty One Potato, Two Potato Cobbler, Cobbler 

Wind The Bobbin Up I’m a Little Teapot One, Two, Buckle My Shoe 

Sing a Rainbow Twinkle Twinkle 5 Speckled Frogs 

5 Little Ducks (Butterflies) Old McDonald Itsy Bitsy Spider 

5 Currant Buns (Butterflies)  Baa Baa Black Sheep Jack & Jill 

 The Wheels on The Bus 10 Green Bottles 

 5 Cheeky Monkeys Grand Old Duke of York 

  Animals Came in Two by Two 

 

By the end of Voyage children will know: By the end of Nursery children will know: By the end of Reception children will know: 

The Gingerbread Man The Enormous Turnip The Elves & The Shoemaker 

Little Red Riding Hood Goldilocks  Town Mouse & Country Mouse 

Chicken Licken The 3 Little Pigs The Magic Paintbrush 

The Hungry Caterpillar The 3 Billy Goats Gruff Snow White 

The Boy Who Cried Wolf Jack & The Beanstalk  Thumbelina  

 The Ugly Duckling Robin Hood 

 Little Red Hen Hansel & Gretel  

  The Tortoise & The Hare 


